
 

Issues for the week ending December 6, 2019  

 

Federal Issues 

Legislative 

 

Congressional Negotiators Reach Deal on 
Surprise Billing 
A bipartisan group of Congressional leaders 
announced over the weekend that they have reached 
a deal on legislation to end surprise billing and lower 
health care costs. The announcement came from 
Senate HELP Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander 
(R-TN) and House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Chairman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) along with Energy 
and Commerce Republican Leader Greg Walden (R-
OR).   
 
Why it matters 
While stopping surprise billing has broad bipartisan 
support on both sides of the Capitol and at the 
White House, legislation has stalled since summer 
over payment rates for out-of-network providers.  If 
enacted, it will likely be the only major piece of health 
care legislation to clear this divided Congress and a 
win for President Trump and legislators from both 
parties. 
 

 Details of the deal have not been released but 

the lead proposal constructed payments on a 

benchmark based on median privately 
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contracted rates with the opportunity to seek 

binding arbitration in certain circumstances. 

 What else: The negotiators also say the 

package “increases prescription drug 

competition and creates price transparency, 

funds critical public health programs, including 

Community Health Centers for five years, and 

increases the purchasing age of tobacco to 

21.” 

Next steps:  If finalized and included in an upcoming 
spending package, the legislation could be signed into 
law as soon as December 20, when current 
government funding expires. 
 
The Coalition Against Surprise Medical Billing, a 
partnership of leading employer groups, health 
insurance providers, and health organizations, 
supports meaningful solutions to protect patients from 
surprise medical bills and protect families, employers 
and taxpayers from higher costs. 

  

https://stopsurprisebillingnow.com/


 

 

Federal Issues 

Regulatory 
 
IRS Offers Relief from ACA-related Tax Reporting 
The IRS says it will not penalize insurers for failing to send individuals their 1095-B tax forms, which show 
proof of insurance, if they agree to highlight on a public site that they will provide the documents upon 
request.  Employers that self-insure are required to provide form 1095-C to full-time employees but 
employees will not be penalized for not offering the documents to part-time employees.  
 
This notice also extends the deadline for insurers and businesses to provide documents to individuals to 
March 2, instead of Jan. 31, which IRS has done since 2015. Also, the agency says it will not penalize 
entities for producing incorrect or incomplete statements as long as they can show they made an effort to 

comply with all requirements. 
 
Why this matters 
Stakeholders are asked to comment on whether the extension of the due date and the good-faith relief will 
be needed in future years.  

 
 
 

State Issues 

 
Pennsylvania 
Regulatory 
 

Pennsylvania Partners with GetInsured to Build and Operate State-Based Health Insurance 
Exchange 

Last week, the Pennsylvania Health Insurance Exchange Authority (Exchange Authority) announced a 
partnership with GetInsured, a health insurance marketplace platform provider, to power its technology and 
customer service for individuals and families purchasing health and dental insurance.   
 
Background 
The Exchange Authority is a state-affiliated entity established in 2019 by Act 42 to create a state-based 
insurance exchange, reduce costs, and better support the needs of consumers purchasing health insurance 
in the individual market.   
 
Why this matters 
This partnership with GetInsured is a significant milestone in Pennsylvania’s progress towards transitioning 
to a state-based exchange ahead of the 2021 open enrollment period.  Founded in 2005, GetInsured builds 
and operates award-winning enrollment tools that serve state-based exchanges, brokers, insurers, and 
consumers.  In addition to eligibility determination, plan selection, and enrollment technology for state 
agencies, the company delivers innovate agent marketing and call center tools and services.  This 
partnership with GetInsured, however, does not impact the current open enrollment period for the 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-19-63.pdf


2020 plan year, in which Pennsylvanians should continue to visit Healthcare.gov to sign up for 
coverage. 
 
The exchange Authority Board of Directors approved the seven-year contract with GetInsured, which was 
awarded through a competitive procurement process.  The annual cost of the contract will be significantly 
less than what Pennsylvanians currently pay for access to Healthcare.gov.  The savings will be invested in 
a reinsurance program, which may save Pennsylvania consumers 5-10% annually on their health insurance 
premiums beginning in 2021.  Another goal of the Exchange Authority, through their partnership with 
GetInsured, will be the ability to better support insurance brokers and carriers.  Finally, they plan to provide 
a more consumer-friendly shopping experience to help residents select the best health coverage available 
for their needs and budget.  
 
To learn more about GetInsured, visit getinsured.com.  To learn more about Pennsylvania Health Insurance 
Exchange Authority, visit https://www.insurance.pa.gov/SBEINFO.  

 

 

Policy/Market Trends 
 
Workers’ Premiums Grew Faster than Median Income over the Decade 
The Commonwealth Fund reported that employees in 37 states paid at least 6% of their income towards 
health insurance premiums in 2018, outpacing average growth in median income over the past decade. 

 
Why this matters 

 Under the Affordable Care Act’s (ACA) employer mandate provision, single-person policies offered 
by an employer are considered affordable when an employee has to pay no more than 9.78% of 
their annual income.   

 If premiums exceed this percentage then the employer faces a federal tax penalty and individuals 
are eligible for ACA marketplace subsidies.  

 
 
The Pennsylvania General Assembly is in recess. 
 
The Delaware Legislature has adjourned for the year.   
 
The West Virginia Legislature has adjourned for the year.  
 
Congress 
The U.S. House is in session December 9 – December 12. The U.S. Senate is in session December 9 – 
December 13.  
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Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill(s)?  Access the following web sites: 
 
Delaware State Legislation: http://legis.delaware.gov/. 
Pennsylvania Legislation:  www.legis.state.pa.us. 
West Virginia Legislation:  http://www.legis.state.wv.us/ 
For copies of congressional bills, access the Thomas website – http://thomas.loc.gov/.  
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