
 

Issues for the week ending September 26, 2025  

 

Federal Issues 

Legislative 

 

Shutdown Looms as Deadline Approaches 
Congressional negotiators and the White House have 
until midnight Tuesday to address the expiration of 
federal funding, or the federal government will shut 
down on Wednesday.  Talks to date have not 
produced a deal and both sides continue to dig in on 
their positions.  The House passed a short-term 
continuing resolution (CR) on September 19 that would 
fund the federal government through November 21 
and is not expected to reconvene this week unless a 
new deal is struck. 
 
State of play:  Senate Democrats, whose votes are 
needed, have balked at passing the House bill and are 
insisting on attaching a long-term extension of the 
Affordable Care Act’s (ACA’s) enhanced premium tax 
credits, as well as repealing parts of the recently-
passed One Big Beautiful Bill Act.  Republicans have 
said they are willing to talk about a potential ACA 
extension, but not as part of a government funding 
deal.   
 
Something to watch: The House-passed CR included 
an extension of Medicare telehealth flexibilities, which 
would lapse at least temporarily if a shutdown occurs.  
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Why it matters: While there will be disruption across 

the government, many activities will continue if 

there is a shutdown. Federal health care financing 

programs, including Medicare, Medicaid and the 

marketplaces, would continue to operate because 

they are mandatory programs and thus, for the 

most part, are not subject to annual Congressional 

appropriations. However, only Federal employees 

deemed “essential” are allowed to work. Many – but 

not all - HHS employees would be deemed essential to 

operate the mandatory programs in addition to other 

“essential” responsibilities.  

 

What’s next: HHS and all other federal departments 

are providing information on their operations and 

staffing while the shutdown is in effect.  

 

Going Deeper: Most of the federal health financing 

programs would function as they normally do, although 

regulatory activities could be curtailed or paused if they 

are deemed to not be necessary for the programs to 

operate in the short-term. Each department, in 

consultation with OMB, determines the “essential” 

services, and the agency determines who specifically 

is considered “essential” staff during a shutdown 

based on essential services. HHS estimates that 

approximately 59% of its nearly 80,000 employees 

would be deemed essential, with the remainder being 

furloughed during a shutdown. Additional information is 

available in the FY 2026 HHS Contingency Staffing 

Plan for Operations in the Absence of Enacted Annual 

Appropriations. 

 

• GAO Releases Study on Administrative 
Spending for Georgia Work Requirements 

• Federal Judge Vacates Rule that Would have 
Ramped up Medicare Advantage Risk 
Adjustment Data Validation (RADV) Audits 

• Federal Court Blocks CMS Rule on Medicaid 
Financing Arrangements  

 

  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1t8lu6t5N01hxwv9sbjydW0aW6UWVhGezlJWEvww_hVnxVw6QQ470-4Yi4Lrwh9FB1vSdo0iI1d1R7fLt4iIZLMTXtUKm5S1hR_R-D8dI5lOYfItZZB4TgIqwP2HClZETOKWvEWVLMpPgM7YG1s1zmqJSrdZ0oIjvV6zHtCeAT0bIhkltKkXyPdO26y7lPNV_w8zbKrd_Z2yDRnjuqdPDI4hhHbMqlET1X4kIh4G-DzTHkTt2nZRqa_cj-3glmBa0scNBdNd-PMOLcwUCCXSGVu5VZc4uIT7b3i8d8d2ifu4Hdxyb1YRLs2jUL8q_R9Kh/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fabout%2Fbudget%2Ffy-2026-hhs-contingency-staffing-plan%2Findex.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1t8lu6t5N01hxwv9sbjydW0aW6UWVhGezlJWEvww_hVnxVw6QQ470-4Yi4Lrwh9FB1vSdo0iI1d1R7fLt4iIZLMTXtUKm5S1hR_R-D8dI5lOYfItZZB4TgIqwP2HClZETOKWvEWVLMpPgM7YG1s1zmqJSrdZ0oIjvV6zHtCeAT0bIhkltKkXyPdO26y7lPNV_w8zbKrd_Z2yDRnjuqdPDI4hhHbMqlET1X4kIh4G-DzTHkTt2nZRqa_cj-3glmBa0scNBdNd-PMOLcwUCCXSGVu5VZc4uIT7b3i8d8d2ifu4Hdxyb1YRLs2jUL8q_R9Kh/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fabout%2Fbudget%2Ffy-2026-hhs-contingency-staffing-plan%2Findex.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1t8lu6t5N01hxwv9sbjydW0aW6UWVhGezlJWEvww_hVnxVw6QQ470-4Yi4Lrwh9FB1vSdo0iI1d1R7fLt4iIZLMTXtUKm5S1hR_R-D8dI5lOYfItZZB4TgIqwP2HClZETOKWvEWVLMpPgM7YG1s1zmqJSrdZ0oIjvV6zHtCeAT0bIhkltKkXyPdO26y7lPNV_w8zbKrd_Z2yDRnjuqdPDI4hhHbMqlET1X4kIh4G-DzTHkTt2nZRqa_cj-3glmBa0scNBdNd-PMOLcwUCCXSGVu5VZc4uIT7b3i8d8d2ifu4Hdxyb1YRLs2jUL8q_R9Kh/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.gov%2Fabout%2Fbudget%2Ffy-2026-hhs-contingency-staffing-plan%2Findex.html


 
 

Federal Issues  
Regulatory 
 
President Trump Announces 100% Tariff on Imported Pharmaceuticals  
President Trump announced a 100% tariff on branded and patented pharmaceutical products starting Oct. 
1, exempting companies that are building manufacturing plants in the US. The move aims to incentivize 
domestic production but has raised concerns among drugmakers about potential disruptions to the supply 
chain and increased costs. 

 
 
Departments Issue Updates and Resources on Surprise Billing IDR Process   
What’s new: The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Labor and Treasury (Departments) 
released a new fact sheet on the backlog of Independent Dispute Resolution (IDR) cases, a bi-monthly IDR 
data report, and an update on two additional IDR Entities (IDREs) available to adjudicate disputes. 
 
Why this matters: The IDR process causes substantial burden and cost for Plans, in part due to the 
excessive volume ineligible IDR disputes. The expanded options of IDREs and steps the Departments 
highlight in their fact sheet are intended to address IDRE capacity issues and reduce delays in resolution of 
disputes. 
 
Go deeper: The resources include the following: 
 

• Fact Sheet on clearing the IDR backlog. The fact sheet details steps the Departments have taken 
to clear the IDR backlog and resolve IDRE capacity issues. The Departments provide data 
demonstrating the rate at which IDR disputes are being resolved.   

 
• Federal IDR Bi-Monthly Report. The Departments are now releasing a bi-monthly report to update 

the public more frequently on IDR program statistics. This report includes June and July 2025 
information on volume of disputes initiated, number of disputes closed and reasons for closure of 
disputes.  

 
• New IDREs. The Departments announced that two recently certified IDREs, Capitol Bridge and 

Livanta, are now available to adjudicate disputes.  

 
 
CMS Issues Further Guidance on Impacts of City of Columbus v. Kennedy  
On September 24, 2025, CMS published a new webpage on the qualified health plan (QHP) certification 
website that consolidates recent QHP certification updates and guidance related to City of Columbus v. 
Kennedy. It includes guidance clarifying the planned data change window set to occur from September 30 
through October 1 that was communicated in a separate memo. 
 
Links include: 
 

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/09/26/us-to-impose-100percent-tariff-on-branded-patented-drugs-unless-firms-build-plants-locally-trump-says.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1XeOZnC1jnyi8aDL3oVblMXEaszMJJl9JlfVw-UpLBLayi5KaGXSmT7cKPwTnh6pN7n0zksTeBJ0AGsxmZAAhRvEqQ2Qpm6pYpt58lUo5UpGB_98WpRXqkklaExmYLF81JOV-JdLbWSjvhVWRyyfH7nLbB15U3ibTOAUx64Kj9j5MbzrvkrF-kqcsPMEuqMKEw3QQc6g88K4xXt5xYOxdpsF0_wtovYc7AZhVgS4OdpWlsTIVEvUAbvEyHSRufFzMy-kAEj1B5s0H7m0V8db-dawJAjEE5XaluOJqJaEHIuj0Hb1gf4s303PK0tqmyT4t/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Ffact-sheet-clearing-independent-dispute-resolution-backlog.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1GlraivDtEmL5xBpcOHp9qWgseBVUji4Ve9kBDcNKCKCoDDt_zsNjUel6_WOO0rUM4J0ejRPHUKbh2Fwu36h9sSANizIKKFACTh_b-rxP2mFyI8vBKU6q_Q9T81D6R6I8iXQ8sSwSPqF32FRSJ5dKUyVmdEABhklG25jE2ktQd6pUjp5XqeCr9pCKzQU9D9oF4unmTygzV5MZ7lSwYQSQYZry7QGVN2Dg7iSEhvR1dZAQkrQKrZP3LXkV-UpkfwMWGqoYPJ41BsbxNJACxOLMieuMiWPKp-eVrw7k3w9CzVtmR5hMDY1ZmpdE3xaAWs9o/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fnosurprises%2Fpolicies-and-resources%2Freports
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14teFLdqot6g-ci5frGBXtYsGHmM2jZpyrML0qGlplSgvRRTPxTcoz82Qm5Xni3WtbUmI7B1S4eRGkXiRHXmZqerLJ5lZSI51fPK9DYFdPxrRq-TE3w-4Eib1LcvY8bJ9v-JTZHNBGvbJhv1GkKGi_V0z_0Tn5lIm2PbONxEp1lBipIqXePWf1lu16SXdHRNVBVQ6QEyp0YcxX3ibGAR-y3DSBKGQzNHWjnlkhlZm_Qq9lYHtzP4ObGx4Bp5dRL6HqKaBB_UZTNgQgHXWqlHQH7s5R896sviTjjCcaEtZVl3nUCsIMSJcPfeOoM9K58Nr/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fnosurprises%2Fhelp-resolve-payment-disputes%2Fcertified-idre-list
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-fyEe3P5xhrv_ESGIfqmn8_1bzVQNgfHNTo3F1Uz1QZjGaCOy7mtteqfddrjccM56yU0AV6S98hH3HnehA0kQbKTerKa7ghrHWCNYNo6fSCB9Nmvv6xPyVKNHxbMWTN5_zq1Nq9IVUzRvcpgh4WlQhhsg6qQdZflONbcUDvOxLQp8lamYeNcZqTlRR4sPEb1sLef8-wlGFpGfFvhOADYrBl2dkGCFZDr8-Jc8WJd04gPfk9n28RB_PxgnH_u0YeDaIPNhwHn3aCSuTOPltwLYEVDguoK7zdETvcXnmSzMSWTOR6z3s6nbc5o5TCoP4PC/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHP%2Faboutthemarketplace%2FPY2026-QHP-Certification-Updates
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Ss0RIBZS03IYKWKtVdwmzke1k9rC_nLLwdw1GWz_P3XBbGuMjW4Ow7RwMaYRQbKplQ5lo0rFE01MccNnhFWby62_UUZLB8Er_nnbVoX3oYNMo1eg9-6POPGCvKYVNRrsIgstJSKz3agwvvj0EjFNmC-r_0-vIYVWAsNL4kwqFe1PRQqdXN9VhmIw6RBdkyCNv-4ewnUmg0XkRMgzp46IHSGyBPSo62MXhfb-L1Bd1yEyyOSG6pTYBG88YMiKnxfFDmj5VW85udiLtM3p-PNN_z91aXy2DP2XbdfyTNLTqe_aJFuBgfHZ4TXmzMgFlDkj/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fadditional-guidance-qualified-health-plan-certification-city-columbus-v-kennedy.pdf


• Qualified Health Plan (QHP) Certification Updates for the Federally-facilitated Exchange (FFE) and 
State-based Exchanges on the Federal Platform (SBEs-FP) in Response to City of Columbus v. 
Kennedy, No. 25-cv2114-BAH (D.Md.) 

• Additional Guidance on Qualified Health Plan Certification and City of Columbus v. Kennedy 

• Impacts of City of Columbus v. Kennedy on Open Enrollment (OE) 2026 
• PY2026 QHP Data Submission and Certification Timeline bulletin 

• PY2026 QHP Issuer Application Instructions: Plans & Benefits 

• 2026 Actuarial Value Calculator Instructions 

• PY2026 Qualified Health Plan Issuer Application Instructions 
 
Additionally, CMS published a slide presentation dated September 19, 2025 that highlights the provisions in 
the Marketplace Integrity and Affordability Final Rule that have been impacted by the court proceedings.  
 

 

CMS Releases 2024 Child, Adult Core Set Data 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released the 2024 Medicaid and Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) Child and Adult Core Set data along with 2024–2025 External Quality Review 
(EQR) tables. All 27 Child Core Set measures and 30 of 33 Adult measures met the standards for public 
reporting. The release included a data dashboard, fact sheets, trend analyses, and full datasets to support 
benchmarking and research. The trend analysis shows that, between 2022 and 2024, median performance 
improved for 11 child measures and 14 adult measures and declined for 11 child measures and five adult 
measures. With this release, CMS also published updated EQR summary tables, outlining how states 
monitor and evaluate managed care program performance and improvement initiatives.  
 
Read More 

• Dashboard 

• Fact Sheet 

• Trend Analysis 

• EQR Summary Tables 

 

 

CMS Releases 2026 Medicare Advantage and Part D Plan Landscape Files 
CMS released a press release and state fact sheets providing information about Medicare Advantage (MA) 
and Medicare Prescription Drug plan options for CY 2026. More detailed information is displayed in CMS 
landscape files and related information is available on the agency's website. This page includes a link to the 
2026 landscape files, which contain Part D, MA, and Special Needs Plan (SNP) information. 

 

State Issues 

New York 

Legislative 

 

Governor Signs Donate Life Registry Legislation  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/16zwScjezVYQpqrXb8Lx56ythua5EmvmO7v67jWl2QP105PRrXocYU3T9L0Dng1_FZvmA3vXtQ7ybvBHVPKL9L2BfDjUKoCWRG5jiPrLhdnO0jUKGEY2vc1NyMhpzy9UkmvGUr7qB4pBZjNfFhQYEvfUrWDw6Nr8Jwr_XnDfodAIDfCQ8Ch3vBKRBBYhxplNyUoXs1g7XfNHtMexTUvG63swd1iip98bh8QQBlkli6aCVdAvCl1zC7yVJa314ZFv3G4CSqIU85_FqWP6Uw_t9KaIT2SBgPxvgJc6uUbljt8KE7cD7zAg4uo6QVLwPLra8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2FQHP-certification-updates.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/16zwScjezVYQpqrXb8Lx56ythua5EmvmO7v67jWl2QP105PRrXocYU3T9L0Dng1_FZvmA3vXtQ7ybvBHVPKL9L2BfDjUKoCWRG5jiPrLhdnO0jUKGEY2vc1NyMhpzy9UkmvGUr7qB4pBZjNfFhQYEvfUrWDw6Nr8Jwr_XnDfodAIDfCQ8Ch3vBKRBBYhxplNyUoXs1g7XfNHtMexTUvG63swd1iip98bh8QQBlkli6aCVdAvCl1zC7yVJa314ZFv3G4CSqIU85_FqWP6Uw_t9KaIT2SBgPxvgJc6uUbljt8KE7cD7zAg4uo6QVLwPLra8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2FQHP-certification-updates.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/16zwScjezVYQpqrXb8Lx56ythua5EmvmO7v67jWl2QP105PRrXocYU3T9L0Dng1_FZvmA3vXtQ7ybvBHVPKL9L2BfDjUKoCWRG5jiPrLhdnO0jUKGEY2vc1NyMhpzy9UkmvGUr7qB4pBZjNfFhQYEvfUrWDw6Nr8Jwr_XnDfodAIDfCQ8Ch3vBKRBBYhxplNyUoXs1g7XfNHtMexTUvG63swd1iip98bh8QQBlkli6aCVdAvCl1zC7yVJa314ZFv3G4CSqIU85_FqWP6Uw_t9KaIT2SBgPxvgJc6uUbljt8KE7cD7zAg4uo6QVLwPLra8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2FQHP-certification-updates.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BVjg5Jc1oH6ipIQZ47JB4qGTPGInvyYhuNqJeoqOEkLrVrzum1uZ9-18VAbinfCFoy7dAGoGIWkTRB8hlfU4mkxmP9hokyGlzx1vpEF0rThWjo2KM_KLJMyh6GdhmLuICYm--HKr-OccJqHJfVIGEJEQ-VGxxFoB-p5N2RAXk1yHTs2kIxibDwtCCFGkEGKS0HbT39zJ_KOBcIZBLIEcPO1iURdT9KCkdtLVcu2LmziutMdt8IFKQ_fWcro0qP5WGoXt7dE0JKiw2v3AotyZadk-4uCoaJUr9AShDqRWCcTv0Nx98KkwL7REGaXUpgTu/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocument%2Fadditional-guidance-qualified-health-plan-certification-city-columbus-v-kennedy.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1R24Eef0tLCISlR4pXKY-RE4rmOQrPiPWsWh2icAaA85Mq0sIfH58sXigGMd6cZJiD3xNPNCe5faXZNEtAk7EGmFK1Ky9CX2hFEnJXHnJfAr5kBXtYFQrHcNvG_oXxo-ZKz4KBg4V-XwqwUTzV8G5XMhKubcNaASFs335FDv9ZYAxhGQV5z9mjnvgxjGqZCGS71CaP5XttRGYHTi_hC8XbPEYN30S4_ki8K-xM9yGAkeVcRKYUaFKOxv_nMZnHIXlH-X92zFE8RXoMjZLJyD7smNGNEvw3UOs8CqoQTnXWy8qE1PaK_CIKKXaLqM6UtoR/https%3A%2F%2Fregtap.cms.gov%2Freg_librarye.php%3Fi%3D6075
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1k8pgvnhCfaAN8h063QAdgoxeq3pQaC8cDSHn1gZzZOQe5SYq7lgRaSxnt96TyfdupwYxpe9kEO9L7Q1hmY3JEnG85rkpvXzk_ECTE6gmEX7QRaI98uWTgouqIftrN9_rS2b8MOagK_GLrK_O_Z7fESM7hglhBvy6xX2mroVmHq44pxNy1yjjMX0LYbSsK9memcbSOr5YRtLFubO1ZafzESdNOY1dwD-FlhzEiTrquOlWcMdI6eWM6IxeGbt8FuXgRxspKlPyQdAw4bjXnA8RR-UrOr94eaHzcNhDMOjH2iFtTPS_51lBXx_HcUjw-hd6/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2Faboutthemarketplace%2FTimeline
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1wDqDKu6J7PYJ4re5HfQ5xNZT8ZR200eAmbQ9jypNuUAMtZPyAvWD7_lV6DUmCTeSxEPNsp2JIdHRYB7CvBPcYeOvZadHDPgG1D3-wchAbziRkez7VFFKWr3rHuqO_ADtvbALohSUgI-usSIjqKCH9_4mcxc3udWDGdITXgpIY8DXLWlQIpWzzSz9awPPj1BTLNrV-nGMLuXC6ktJyNSk4tCNPoFWThD9_EC_Iq75tVVp2U0h-GCl3RKFfjLu_k_DUZdBiX7-vAjXwe7df8jczLS8ygtuOkdDyhH25upQLlquzfyVm7c8MZws_BcxSFaS/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHPvforcesite%2Fapex%2FFileDownload%3Ffile%3DPY26-Instructions-02E-PlanBenefits-v5-v1
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1badjzITa1bxyaNQLCnu6YStI3Y577RnwDhUbaeVu5kfjBrCE6_BNjDOQN8IrdwKMwwbS4d_9hyfVSSsvCKl7VLhKusezK6ROU09qB89PjNR_oB3WY__lk_LG_p4Aa2CMA84A4aPx5XxenVnDYPv8md_iYXeByn0jksC0AYCkslIjGF8PFDR1xNgyaLWgV6dcp_5O1_KXnvewVuK775MaJIdU6FvQXyF-tOHEbPTFDpaHBxhLsSYgAJPATeBXNYiAZHwmz9HeDwVyZ1SRWeHwJD2b8Y2U4whZ87ELDpmUEghL0Uaof7vBqFYnye9WTJmL/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHPvforcesite%2Fapex%2FFileDownload%3Ffile%3DPY26-Instructions-AppA-AVC-v3-v1
https://secure-web.cisco.com/13vX11cBf4ENNixkIjfzQGjDqxJ9C-xLUnZ536PD_TL09hSKLWL42PnH0GKGA4IgYOC86E1266Dor2TCA47cA_r0v7T8pcgiLHqHOjNFgi5rjb77KmiJwtdbA0kJza3s0K2d_Pew7Lr_kkaLf2v623Hrr5cIxXSpBArIvLR97mEmCdkxzahLEgel2fnUB-DWmLKO9gu8DlH6z07k6nbSsgZUmRhcgv-j9hkMr457ggsfbnFpDvTw-UTgdbMSvLijsLgptwszcti5GWaCzqZSvP89mfTR2tASek24tp3fJ8vCwWfVyhSRbE4j176t39d5N/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.qhpcertification.cms.gov%2FQHPvforcesite%2Fapex%2FFileDownload%3Ffile%3DPY26-Instructions-00-All-v8-v1
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Xtv7UlkfcOrIgo2wOLIGK18CI18OFywx-3rR34frJ4KaD4WgO_o8EZiTNN6zhQXlYGDpPWaUwRWqg2bMUP_eNtG-EKIg3AsZO4EMFLeHDy_RIBQFi6fTDcMp1pBj8pMVHmSdMDOD1dMk_ahV0KDyVSIYr5vCD-G-i3YimZEbEtqjQoF_24f-r2r7VUqZidR8bSLulHnMQ7Mcxu4-rBoVuS7pJmwKQz-hIpZzWNLgZHoOSw0vUVSmp6qgjzdG6rDkmxE57TfrCOZi6vqxCUH1CTPQBJ0QHAFooIzdtqmOkmPDIGoOAwJqkmV1CtKxksBK/https%3A%2F%2Fregtap.cms.gov%2Freg_librarye.php%3Fi%3D6075
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1lYclGsb6T1g5PsXkabhRvhkUyJPd5TPwOCzHISZJMHAuP0OimFJufl2qY4V6C8Yr8ceAl6VuwnyOJv3z-c6JWtI_sWSrWv9tExUUzxlLEmgu3eN1fjpNDhCckEqbtP8LCsJQH7NOkIQKiAfpjzIsOier3xHkLPDC1RHPbI0nhY8-VNeVoP-erFmdUd9xFwIMWxePopaegI_dVTsQcvnPxT7rP0wJlsPx6qG__47F4umSCzz1fPQHIIgCFdX_JzVxwqFJubTEvQWKrsI11t-Yxf2ev2TW6SWUbeA-VbWVz7Z4ItWTcPKOApuoNf7KfMDa/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicaid.gov%2Fmedicaid%2Fquality-of-care%2Fcore-set-data-dashboard%2Fmain
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The governor signed A7906, which mandates that every insurance policy delivered or issued for delivery in 
New York which provides major medical or similar comprehensive-type coverage shall provide space on 
any enrollment, renewal or initial online portal process forms so that the insured or applicant for insurance 
shall register or decline registration in the donate life registry.  
 
This bill was an amendment to a previously passed law regarding the enrollment process.   

 
 
Industry Trends 
Policy / Market Trends 
 
NABIP Releases Healthcare Tax Credit Resource Kit 
On September 24, 2025, the National Association of Benefits and Insurance Professionals (NABIP) issued 
a press release announcing a new Healthcare Tax Credit Resource Kit to help drive greater understanding 
of the importance of extending the enhanced premium tax credits. The resource kit includes resources for 
consumers as well as resources for NABIP members, leaders, and industry partners. 

 
 
 
GAO Releases Study on Administrative Spending for Georgia Work Requirements 
The U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) released a study on the administrative costs for 
Georgia’s Section 1115 Medicaid Demonstration, “Pathways to Coverage,” which imposed a work and 
community engagement requirements for Georgia’s expansion population. GAO completed the review at 
the request of Democratic lawmakers. GAO found that implementing the demonstration required multiple 
changes to the state’s eligibility and enrollment systems, additional outreach efforts, and other 
administrative activities. Administrative spending for the demonstration accounted for $54.2 million out of 
the $80.3 million in total demonstration spending in the first 4.5 years, and about 88% of administrative 
spending was financed by federal dollars. Additionally, GAO found weaknesses in CMS’s consideration and 
oversight of administrative spending when the demonstration was approved in October 2020. 
 
These findings are consistent with concerns GAO raised in a 2019 report on Medicaid work and community 
engagement requirement demonstrations. GAO reiterated previous recommendations from the 2019 report: 
first, that CMS account for administrative costs when assessing a demonstration’s effect on federal 
spending and second, that CMS assess the risks of providing federal funds that are not allowable to 
administer work requirements and improve oversight procedures.  
 
Read More 

• GAO Report 

• ProPublica Article 

 
 
 
Federal Judge Vacates Rule that Would Have Ramped Up Medicare Advantage Risk 
Adjustment Data Validation (RADV) Audits  
A federal judge vacated CMS’ 2023 final rule on Medicare Advantage RADV audits, which applied to 
payment year (PY) 2018 and subsequent years.  

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2025/A7906/amendment/A
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1jeMj9o-YT49js7cXt7HWKomhERdgbzt-HfXa3T54vxsNaJ9Fz4zUQpD62RRWZKJJIk04c3JYIp7XOhG0eCJro4BgmQbqdqXlnLekRc7NLAgdANsl_F13vkIPZldUaqUmKURlsM2AkuHjcJ_mMmc4RWE2USKhJJjKy35RD3j4KOgLuweCal2aZjmI-8xoXRqjos39UrgQ0u_abj4DCWVQvWAGdlDjFdSF-RLAbxnov_0gDlfY4-a_oSX3koJOfGSZnt0OPOW-9FpfuRyIV7pnQ2EstmKvuYM7HTn92Ry-v8caHFh53NDh_pXr7e1mr-v-/https%3A%2F%2Fnabip.org%2Fmedia%2F10536%2Faptc-toolkit-press-release.pdf
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1brHRvUx4_Sio7NznamqlWONd5z0cgVAsgbO4dO5eArwCriQAEMH1809L4Bcl9J3dmHdWttAGBLZN2FHL7ikCX3fgxk6KO7jZDdgXGGItzJg7kKdbN02GoCT4jlrADaZ1q9U2nRsWNpGeJqdGulY9Kags7_lJkf4qgWtdjUyJmaVxHZQSCD_TleND7jl7ajI4cVKJWE1sE2OL-LQhPkU4s-udIPbeu8D6UMlUBrG9f1Ow92RYLd6QcbYzmYZ56woBFEEPLbRiuPHNsKjjcOmYjTUsWTPsSqpbHovuT3W7svVxmNm5s9K_V-Ah7IFlbEQQ/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.propublica.org%2Farticle%2Fgeorgia-pathways-medicaid-work-requirement-gao-report
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1SnFJ3qSxEg_j5Z-_McCzP9LvYWou_l647BM4TPo6jRmJqr7U_JJSxUF7IZJ3utIL_gMdI0nIdeeJVNL30A1RHB11L2TFeeKHyh8buI3gyo4tMmifcrRqjzRrjAoUptjF60kJEUI7jR-QVe6Mv9fTRGOw-kMzhY8WBZpdNGU1GGKzTtIG_jvqwN_yMuWEqI0c-MyDRxu9n_Owp3_bQBTaFYIvx8q5cKMbqk2XCViWDg2WGl3BiPfaHC_MqwrWw4N2pbqKQkpi6DnZHNnCp3ghDSJoLgXLARsIXKvHSnCPuvlcwcANArdAhGRwg8dBLzP4/https%3A%2F%2Fstorage.courtlistener.com%2Frecap%2Fgov.uscourts.txnd.380836%2Fgov.uscourts.txnd.380836.76.0_2.pdf


 
Background: The rule would have allowed CMS to extrapolate audit findings from a sample of enrollees to 
an entire contract and recover overpayments based on those estimates.  
 
The court found that CMS violated the Administrative Procedure Act by failing to provide adequate notice of 
its decision to eliminate the fee-for-service (FFS) adjuster—a key mechanism used to ensure payment 
parity between Medicare Advantage and traditional Medicare.  
 
Why this matters: The judge ruled that CMS’s final justification for removing the FFS adjuster was not a 
logical extension of its proposed rule and therefore vacated and remanded the rule for further consideration. 
 

• "This ruling, in a venue likely viewed as favorable to the plaintiffs, throws a wrench into [Medicare 
Advantage] audits and how they play out, potentially a big wrench," lawyers at Epstein Becker 
Green wrote in a blog post about the ruling. 

 
 
Federal Court Blocks CMS Rule on Medicaid Financing Arrangements 
A federal judge in Texas permanently blocked provisions of the Medicaid Managed Care Access, Finance 
and Quality final rule and related bulletins that sought to expand the definition of impermissible “hold 
harmless” arrangements. The rule would have barred states from using provider tax pooling agreements 
where private entities redistribute Medicaid payments among each. Previously, CMS had only defined 
redistribution of Medicaid funds as hold harmless arrangements if states were directly involved. CMS 
argued this practice improperly shifted costs to the federal government; however, the court found that CMS 
overstepped its authority and failed to appropriately justify the change. The ruling applies nationwide, 
preserving states’ ability to continue using these pooled arrangements.  
 
Read More 

• Bloomberg Law Article 

• Court Ruling 
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Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill(s)?  Access the following web sites: 
 
Delaware State Legislation: http://legis.delaware.gov/. 
New York Legislation:  https://nyassembly.gov/leg/ 
Pennsylvania Legislation:  www.legis.state.pa.us. 
West Virginia Legislation:  http://www.legis.state.wv.us/ 
For copies of congressional bills, access the Thomas website – http://thomas.loc.gov/.   
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