
 

Issues for the week ending January 31,  2025  

 

Federal Issues 

Legislat ive 

 

Senate Committees Hold Hearings on 
RFK Jr. Nomination 
On Jan. 29 and 30, the Senate Finance 
Committee and Senate Health, Educat ion, 
Labor and Pensions Committee  held 
respect ive hearings on the nominat ion of 
Robert F. Kennedy (RFK) Jr. for Secretary of 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). Some Republ ican senators 
quest ioned Kennedy about his previous 
statements on vaccines and abort ion but 
were general ly support ive of his nomination, 
while Democrats were unif ied in opposit ion.  
 
Why this matters :  The Senate Finance 
Committee wi l l vote on the nominat ion, which 
is ant ic ipated this week.   Beyond its hearing, 
the HELP Committee does not play a role in 
advancing the nomination.  
 
Kennedy’s opening statements focused on 
the chronical ly i l l ,  the high costs of chronic 
disease, and the Administrat ion’s 
commitment to “make America healthy again.” 
In his opening remarks and several t imes 
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during questioning, RFK Jr. reiterated his 
desire to bring “radical transparency” to HHS.  
 
Kennedy consistent ly expressed support for 
the Medicare Advantage program and the role 
of private insurers; however, he did not 
defend what he referred to as “rapacious 
behavior by the insurance companies or 
PBMs.” He expressed concerns with the 
Affordable Care Act, but ult imately deferred 
to Congress on whether it  should extend the 
expir ing enhanced Advance Premium Tax 
Credits.  
 
Both Republ icans and Democrats raised 
Medicaid reform at the hear ings. RFK Jr. said 
several t imes that the Medicaid program is 
broken and needs reform, but did not 
elaborate on what reforms were needed. He 
noted people on Medicaid are not happy with 
the program, premiums and deductibles are 
too high, networks are narrow, and qual ity 
doctors wi l l not accept it .  When direct ly 
asked about cutt ing Medicaid, he responded 
that President Trump did not tel l him he 
wants to cut Medicaid, but that he wants to 
make it  better. Upon further pressing, RFK 
Jr. said that any cuts would be up to 
Congress.  
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Address  

•  New, Bipart isan Caucus on Economic 
Competit iveness 

 
Regulatory 

•  Shapiro Administration Announces 
Funding to Support Veterans in the 
Workforce 

•  Draft  Recommendations Published to 
Mit igate Risk of  Harm Related to 
Shoulder Dystocia  

•  State Announces Funding to 
Establ ish Evidence Kit  Tracking 
System 
 

Industry Trends  

Policy /  Market Trends 

•  Background on President ial 
Execut ive Orders 

•  Underfunding Medicare Advantage 
Would Compound the Impact  of Two 
Years of Cuts 

•  5 Facts on Health Care Tax Credits  

•  More than 24 Mil l ion Select Coverage 
During Individual  Market  Open 
Enrollment  

 

  



 

 

Federal Issues  
Regulatory 
 
AHIP Submits Comments on CY 2026 MA & Part D Proposed Rule  
On January 27, AHIP submitted f inal comments on the CY 2026 MA & Part D Proposed 
Rule. The comments highl ight the importance of ensur ing MA and Part D remain strong 
and innovative and continue to meet the f inancial and health needs of Medicare 
enrollees.  
 
Key Takeaway:  Instead of moving forward with most of the proposals, AHIP urges the 
Administrat ion –  in keeping with the spir it  of the memorandum Regulatory Freeze Pending 
Review –  to reconsider the Proposed Rule in l ight of  the goals of reducing health care 
costs and promoting affordabil i ty.  
 
Other Important Issues:  
 

•  Concern over the proposed coverage of anti -obesity medicat ions (AOMs) in 
Medicare and Medicaid.  
 

•  A few provisions of the Proposed Rule are necessary to operate the MA and Part D 
programs in 2026 and should be f inal ized to allow for t imely incorporat ion into the 
2026 plan year.  

 
Go Deeper:  Read AHIP’s detai led comments and recommendations.  

 
 
White House Pause on Federal Financial Assistance Generates Confusion for 
Medicaid, Other Government Programs  
The Off ice of Management and Budget (OMB) released memo M -25-13 announcing al l 
federal agencies would be forced to suspend payments for federal f inancial assistance 
beginning at 5 PM eastern t ime on Jan.28 —  with the expl icit  except ion of Social Secur ity 
and Medicare. A fol low-up Q&A document indicated that the pause would not apply to 
Medicaid; however, mult iple congressional off ices reported that Medicaid payment portal 
were already down in many states. In response to the funding freeze, a group of non -
prof it  organizations and a group of 22 state attorneys general f i led separate lawsuits, 
with the non-prof it  lawsuit leading U.S. Distr ict Judge Loren Al iKahn to issue a temporary 
rul ing to block the freeze. On Wednesday, OMB announced that it  had rescinded M -25-
13, though White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavit t  later  issued a statement on X 
noting that the act ion was “not a recission of the federal funding freeze. I t  is s imply a 
recission of the OMB memo…The President’s EO’s on federal funding remain in ful l force 
and effect and wil l be r igorously implemented.”  
 
Read More 
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•  OMB Memo M-25-13  
 

•  OMB Memo Rescinding Memo M-25-13  
 
 
CMS Issues Statement on Prescription Drug Pricing ; Announces Additional 15 
Drugs for Medicare Price Negotiation  
On Jan. 29, CMS issued a statement indicating that lower ing drug pr ices is a pr ior ity for 
President Trump and the agency wil l incorporate lessons learned from the f irst round of 
negot iat ion in future rounds. Addit ional ly,  CMS indicated that i t  wi l l  create opportunit ies 
for stakeholders to provide input to improve the Medicare Drug Price Negotiat ion 
Program.  
 
CMS announced the 15 Part D drugs selected for the second cycle of negotiat ions under 
the Medicare Drug Price Negot iat ion Program established by the Inf lat ion Reduction Act.  
  
The Selected Drugs:  1) Ozempic, Rybelsus, Wegovy; 2) Trelegy El l ipta; 3) Xtandi;  4) 
Pomalyst;  5) Ibrance; 6) Ofev; 7) Linzess; 8) Calquence; 9) Austedo, Austedo XR; 10) 
Breo El l ipta; 11) Tradjenta; 12) Xifaxan; 13) Vraylar; 14) Janumet, Janumet XR; and 15) 
Otezla.  
  
By the Numbers:  CMS estimates that the selected drugs accounted for approximately 
14% of total Medicare Part D gross covered prescr ipt ion drug costs, or $41 bi l l ion in 
gross costs, between November 1, 2023, and October 31, 2024.   
  

Accompanying Materials:   

•  CMS Press Release 

•  CMS Fact Sheet   

 

State Issues 

New York 

Legislat ive 

Legislative 

Legislative Committee Activity  
The Senate Health and Insurance Committees and the Assembly Health Committee are 
meeting this week and wil l be considering bi l ls of interest to plans.   
 
Senate Insurance  
February 3, 11:30 a.m.  
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•  S.868 (Bailey) /  A.2449 (Cruz)  –  Expands the exist ing requirement for coverage of 
enteral formulas to include coverage for the cost of certain infant and baby 
formulas.  

•  S.2000 (Addabbo)/A.1195 (Peoples-Stokes)  –  Mandates health insurance 
coverage for fol low-up screening or diagnostic services for lung cancer.  

  
Senate Health  
February 4, 12 noon 
 

•  S.1634 (Rivera)/A.1915-A (Paulin)  –  Requires health insurers to report to the 
percentage of overal l annual health care spending on pr imary care services and 
mandates at least 12.5% of all total annual expenditures be directed to primary 
care services.  

 
Assembly Health  
February 4, 10:30 a.m.  
 

•  A.700 (Gonzales-Rojas)/S.707 (May)  –  Requires the Department of Health to post  
MLTC enrol lment, f inancial and quality data on the DOH website in an interact ive 
format.  
 

•  A.1691 (Paulin)/S.3359 (Rivera)  –  Expands health care services provided by 
telehealth and requires payment parity Federally Qual if ied Health Centers for care 
del ivered where neither the provider nor the patient were located in a cl inic.  

 
The Joint Budget Hearing on Health and Medicaid is scheduled for Tuesday, February 11, 
2025, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
Regulatory 

Regulatory  

 

DFS Issues Supplemental Guidance to Insurers on PrEP  
The Department of Financial Services (DFS) has issued addit ional guidance (Supplement 
No. 3 to Insurance Circular Letter No. 21 (2017) ) to al l NYS regulated health insurers 
regarding coverage and pr ior authorizat ion prohibit ion for Pre -exposure Prophylaxis 
(PrEP).  
 
In accordance with Insurance Law §§ 3216(i)(39), 3221( l)(22), and 4303(vv), health 
insurers that provide coverage for antiretroviral prescript ion drugs prescr ibed for the 
treatment or prevent ion of HIV or AIDS, including PrEP, are prohibited from subject in g 
any such drugs on their formulary to prior  authorizat ion.   This is fol low up guidance to 
legislat ion passed and signed in June 2024.  

 

 

State Issues  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/14ZwAFn3E0QgMvJQwuc-M8DBNyU9VcCP_g_bA5VMKRh_aybKW6he5v_Kc8h2IufNFdR0hq3ryEGKhSBc5WLGYazJc9aHzy5qM-3ZMCbKDCdZXtGMmganj6G2xBnLgU03gLtDdkXy7K1_R2_Aj3wG8IkHf64MkqLGVDtdf5-1-WTtqxlufP9AQf3JBWNS0cT03MVIgH1Lte2Qb44gqnNIJhnze2ncGf0GyPC2pLrzAW58DXep-qlbNhCRz67zMIGie4PvtPnUHgy40CHaku3wEQ4K3EQYR2TkQggwxkKM8xs9oC5uu_o82y3GvCV13o-A0/https%3A%2F%2Flmapj86ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rsgWDY4fg8DAH15grbMSjtRvViyzSb1aNXK9iRFSyKU1nMWh6DwQQqblzkOiBSm9ZkLI0swmEZUDhLpevdUsr550WfYQV783AsE44ehcbBuFi6gI5dZhU9pgUE86rnLdtzPCsiVc5XfRl-dvRSYLpg9J47b925lHaEsf9c-rU7X9T2tIWW61e2O1VDRzZSCZ2DFswuOOHN7pvIDxjAOeHIX96VOL2MV5kQa2fd52-pI%3D%26c%3D7bwRGO8cO_Z0CO3Y7aMKnx4EGZ0334z-Y8qiGyHKpHhb9re03bYExA%3D%3D%26ch%3DokKZkrD8h9xRPjIQfHW4LQMMLy29cJg9koT9Ti-Ut4kgtxAWvYpEgg%3D%3D
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14ZwAFn3E0QgMvJQwuc-M8DBNyU9VcCP_g_bA5VMKRh_aybKW6he5v_Kc8h2IufNFdR0hq3ryEGKhSBc5WLGYazJc9aHzy5qM-3ZMCbKDCdZXtGMmganj6G2xBnLgU03gLtDdkXy7K1_R2_Aj3wG8IkHf64MkqLGVDtdf5-1-WTtqxlufP9AQf3JBWNS0cT03MVIgH1Lte2Qb44gqnNIJhnze2ncGf0GyPC2pLrzAW58DXep-qlbNhCRz67zMIGie4PvtPnUHgy40CHaku3wEQ4K3EQYR2TkQggwxkKM8xs9oC5uu_o82y3GvCV13o-A0/https%3A%2F%2Flmapj86ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001rsgWDY4fg8DAH15grbMSjtRvViyzSb1aNXK9iRFSyKU1nMWh6DwQQqblzkOiBSm9ZkLI0swmEZUDhLpevdUsr550WfYQV783AsE44ehcbBuFi6gI5dZhU9pgUE86rnLdtzPCsiVc5XfRl-dvRSYLpg9J47b925lHaEsf9c-rU7X9T2tIWW61e2O1VDRzZSCZ2DFswuOOHN7pvIDxjAOeHIX96VOL2MV5kQa2fd52-pI%3D%26c%3D7bwRGO8cO_Z0CO3Y7aMKnx4EGZ0334z-Y8qiGyHKpHhb9re03bYExA%3D%3D%26ch%3DokKZkrD8h9xRPjIQfHW4LQMMLy29cJg9koT9Ti-Ut4kgtxAWvYpEgg%3D%3D


 

Pennsylvania 

Legislat ive 
 
Gov. Shapiro to Deliver Budget Address  
On Tuesday, Governor Shapiro wi l l present to a joint session his proposed FY 2025/2026 
budget. I t  is antic ipated that the budget proposal wi l l  highlight  the need to reform and 
shif t  priorit ies in the Department of Human Services’ Medicaid budget, with the majority 
leaders of both caucuses highl ight ing the need to review the expenditures of medications 
such as GLP-1s. Addit ional ly, it  is ant ic ipated that the Governor wil l  continue his push for 
expanded K-12 education funding, transportat ion funding, and the legal izat ion and 
taxation of recreat ional mar ijuana.  
 
After this week, both chambers wi l l adjourn unti l the week of March 17  while the 
Appropriat ion Committees hold agency budget hearings where agency leaders wi l l out l ine 
their respective proposed budgets.  

 

 

New, Bipartisan Caucus to Focus on Economic Competitiveness  
State lawmakers recently announced the formation of a new bipart isan, bicameral caucus 
aimed at advancing pol ic ies that spark business growth and enhance the commonwealth’s 
long-term economic competit iveness.  
 
The Pennsylvania Competit iveness Caucus plans to hold its f i rst meeting later this month 
and focus on publ ic pol ic ies that affect Pennsylvania’s abi l i ty to attract and keep 
businesses.   Co-chair ing the caucus are Senators Krist in Phil l ips -Hi l l (R-York) and Lisa 
Boscola (D-Northampton) and Representat ives Paul Fr iel (D -Chester) and Josh Kai l (R-
Beaver).  
 
As the state faces chal lenges in retaining businesses, attract ing new investment, and 
reversing stagnant populat ion growth, the caucus wil l serve as a dedicated platform for 
lawmakers to col laborate on pol icies that drive economic growth and make Pennsylva nia 
an attract ive place to l ive and work.  
 
Why this matters:  Hospitals power local economies, create jobs, and make communit ies 
attract ive places to l ive.   Economic development can’t  happen without strong local 
hospitals.    
 
The hospital industry looks forward to working with members of the competit iveness 
caucus and the business community to advance policies that ensure hospitals can 
continue their cr it ical role enabl ing business growth.  
 

 
Regulatory 
 



Shapiro Administration Announces Funding to Support Veterans in the 
Workforce 
The Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry last week announced near ly 
$600,000 in grants to three organizations as part of the Veterans Employment Program 
(VEP).  The funding wi l l help veterans and their spouses overcome employment barr iers 
and secure family-sustaining careers, state off icials said.  
 
The VEP init iat ive seeks to help veterans,  members of al l reserve units and the 
Pennsylvania National Guard, and spouses of veterans and service members translate 
their mil itary skil ls to civ i l ian l i fe.    
 
Montgomery County-based Business Interface Workforce Services, LLC  ($198,820) to 
provide individual ized care and coordination of workforce development resources.  
 
Bucks County-based Educat ional Data Systems, Inc. ($200,000) to create a partnership 
between Bucks and Montgomery counties addressing employment barr iers through 
specialized career development programs, among other init iat ives.  
 
Westmoreland and Fayette County -based Private Industry Council of 
Westmoreland/Fayette, Inc. ($193,167) to support veterans and their spouses through 
group mentorship, personal ized coaching, and comprehensive support services.  
 
Additional information  is avai lable onl ine.  
 
Why this matters:  Hospitals support init iat ives that help grow and support the health 
care workforce. This includes opportunit ies to support veterans and their famil ies as they 
transit ion from military service to civ i l ian l i fe.   

 

 
Draft Recommendations Published to Mitigate Risk of Harm Related to 
Shoulder Dystocia 
The Pennsylvania Patient Safety Author i ty (PSA) and the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health (DOH) joint ly released draft recommendations in the January 25, 
2025, Pennsylvania Bulletin  (55 Pa.B 888) focused on mit igat ing r isk of harm due to 
shoulder dystocia for  al l hospitals and bir thing centers l icensed to provide obstetr ical 
care. 
 
Hospitals are encouraged to review the draft  recommendations and offer comments 
during the 30-day publ ic comment per iod, which ends on Monday, February 24, 2025.  
 
Background:  These draft recommendat ions include requirements for:  

•  Risk assessment  

•  Simulat ion training and competency assessment  

•  Debrief ing and documentation  

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dli/newsroom/shapiro-administration-invests-nearly--600-000-to-help-veterans.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol55/55-4/137.html


During 2022, the PSA identif ied an increase in the occurrence of reportable harm events 
related to neonatal complicat ions including shoulder dystocia. Subsequently, hospitals 
were asked to provide addit ional event detai ls which led to a safe table discussion.  These 
draft recommendat ions are a result  of those efforts and have been prel i minar ily approved 
by the PSA board during the January 2025 meeting.   
 
Why this matters: Many quest ions remain regarding the recommendations, most notably 
if  DOH wil l adopt, through formal rulemaking, these recommendations as mandatory 
l icensure requirements.   
 
 
 

State Announces Funding to Establish Evidence Kit Tracking System  
The Shapiro administrat ion last week announced $2.5 mil l ion to support a new statewide 
sexual assault  evidence kit  tracking system.  
 
The new funding fol lows the passage of a  bill  last year requir ing the establ ishment of an 
electronic statewide sexual assault evidence tracking system.   The new tracking system 
wil l enable survivors to monitor the status of their rape kits throughout the test ing 
process. I t  also is part of a larger ef fort to reduce the backlog of processing for these 
kits.  
 
The funds wil l be used to establ ish the new tracking system and support training and 
technical assistance provided to rape cris is programs, hospitals, law enforcement, and 
other key stakeholders.   Some of the funding also wi l l help establ ish a state -level 
mult idiscipl inary team to build on col laborative efforts related to sexual assault evidence 
col lect ion and other system-wide reforms. 
 
Why this matters:   Hospitals support the ongoing efforts to establish the new sexual 
assault kit  tracking system, and supported the passage of  House Bill  2032  which 
required the state police to issue a  report  on establishing the new tracking system in 
Pennsylvania. I t  also preserved the r ight for an assault v ict im to remain anonymous when 
seeking care through a forensic rape exam while st i l l  having the evidence of that assault 
col lected, preserved, and tested.  
 
Addit ional information about last week’s announcement is avai lable  online .  

 
 
Industry Trends 
Policy / Market Trends 
 
Background on Presidential Executive Orders  

•  What is an Executive Order? An execut ive order is a formal document, s igned by 
the President, that art iculates Administrat ion pol icy or instructs members of the 
execut ive branch of the federal government to take certain act ions. Presidential 
execut ive orders, while widely publicized,  are fundamental ly internal 
communications of the federal government.  

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2024&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=122
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2032
https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/psp/documents/home/SAK_Report.pdf
https://filesource.amperwave.net/commonwealthofpa/press_releases/27171_PCCD_NSAKI_v1_release.pdf


 
•  How do Executive Orders Impact Private Companies? Executive orders are used 

by the President to communicate the Administrat ion’s pol ic ies and pr ior it ies to the 
various federal departments and agencies. As such, they are not binding on private 
third part ies unless and unt i l federal agencies take specif ic a ct ions to implement 
the new polic ies. For federal contractors, this wi l l  general ly be through the 
contract ing process. For other third part ies, they only become binding through sub -
regulatory guidance or formal rulemaking.  
 

•  Are there Other Ways Executive Orders Can Impact Private Companies? Yes. 
The pol ic ies art iculated through an executive order can impact how audits are 
conducted, the enforcement act ions agencies choose to take, and the posit ions the 
federal government takes in l i t igat ion.  
 

•  What is a Private Sector Analogy to an Executive Order? The closest private 
sector analogy to a president ial executive order would be the CEO of a major 
corporat ion formally announcing an intent  to change business strategy. Such an 
announcement is important information and may be widely publ ic ized, but it  only 
direct ly impacts customers and business partners once it  is implemented through 
actions such as changes in products, prices, business processes or contracts.  
 

•  Are Regulations Issued Pursuant to a Biden Executive Order that has been 
Rescinded by President Trump Stil l  Binding? In most cases, yes. Regulat ions 
that have been f inal ized through the formal not ice and comment period and went 
into effect pr ior to January 20, 2025, remain in effect unti l rescinded or modif ied by 
agency act ion. Rules that are current ly in process or have  not yet gone into effect 
have been frozen or postponed for review. 
 

•  How Quickly can an Executive Order be Implemented? I t  depends on the type of 
agency act ion required. Many purely internal agency changes –  such as staff  
reorganization or return to work requirements –  can be made relat ively rapidly. On 
the other hand, formal changes to federal regulat ions are subject to th e 
Administrat ive Procedure Act (APA) and must go through a notice and comment 
period which can add a signif icant delay to the process.  
 

•  Are Executive Orders Subject to Legal Challenge? Yes. Several of President 
Trump’s recent executive orders have already been challenged in court.  For 
instance, lawsuits have been f i led in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Washington state chal lenging the execut ive order on birthr ight cit izenship, and a 
temporary injunct ion has been issued blocking implementation. Similarly, a recent ly 
issued Off ice of Management and Budget (OMB) memorandum freezing certain 
federal assistance funding was chal lenged by 22 Demo crat ic state attorneys 
general,  and an injunction blocking implementation was issued short ly before it  was 
scheduled to go into effect.  (The memo was later rescinded by OMB, though the 
execut ive order that prompted the OMB action has not been rescinded.)  
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/127op3vi_ACvOnwWBs9okBu1Z7mCnFXSTDRdtS5RB2aJ0dxnTPeDESGKrfEEJ7Oq-US85kG-Sx-c8JbXHKzJnAI4ABJFTpMil58NG36a8IJ8iboT1M8bbv7y6Q1sqr_eH1stmj9THjI_9bUB-Vm4GKTFaeGvfSeanFJ_cVik7vFFlQkcS99JTq4v3uyoj_4QZYYaS3mgRp8cNBVaGoUUIpeuARSgjs0fRP-FGchQIGckoZJpBqjnCPaKhWpv058ne_gYIR0kq8-k0-jCumhzhF7zXVaKMWYsAbVZpiAgM_OvRutb7lxZqPTdAvMFTNyzy/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F01%2Fregulatory-freeze-pending-review%2F


•  Do Recent Supreme Court Decisions Affect How Regulatory Actions Taken In 
Response to these Executive Orders will  be Reviewed by the Courts? Yes. The 
decision in Loper Br ight Enterpr ises v. Raimondo  and Relentless, Inc. v. 
Department of Commerce changed the level of deference that courts give to 
regulatory act ions taken by federal agencies. Under pr ior precedent (known as 
“Chevron deference”) courts deferred to federal agencies when the statute at is sue 
was ambiguous and the agency’s interpretat ion was reasonable. The Loper Br ight 
decision requires courts to exercise their  independent judgment in deciding 
whether an agency has acted within its statutory author ity, and courts may not 
defer to an agency ’s  legal interpretat ion simply because a statute is ambiguous. 
This reduced level of  deference means that agency regulatory act ions wil l now be 
more easily challenged in court.  

 
 
Underfunding MA Would Compound the Impact of Two Years of Cuts  
AHIP posted a new blog highl ight ing the importance of adequately funding Medicare 
Advantage for the 34 mil l ion seniors and disabil i t ies who rely on it .  
  
Not Keeping with the Pace:  CMS indicates that the pol icies in the Advance Not ice –  
which was released prior to the inauguration –  would, on average, increase funding by 
2.23% in 2026. However, medical costs for seniors have been r ising much more. A 
prel iminary review of  CMS growth rate est imates for 2026 suggests medical costs for MA 
enrollees wi l l r ise approximately 9% next year.  
  
A Reminder:  MA funding was cut in each of the last two years –  while underly ing medical 
costs have cont inued to r ise substant ial ly.  Several recent analyses show that MA 
benef ic iar ies are already exper iencing negative consequences, including higher out -of-
pocket costs, reduced supplemental benefits, and fewer coverage choices.  
  
Value of MA:  The blog highlights how MA provides seniors better care at lower costs 
than FFS and performs better on key measures related to prevention and chronic care 
management.  
  
The Bottom Line:  With seniors'  usage of medical services expected to remain high, a 
third consecutive year of insuff ic ient MA funding would cause addit ional negative 
consequences for seniors’ benef its, costs and choices. MA pol ic ies for 2026 should 
appropr iately ref lect the expected cost of caring for seniors next year.  
  
 

5 Facts on Health Care Tax Credits  
The Keep Americans Covered coal it ion highl ighted  f ive key facts about the enhanced 
premium tax credits,  which make coverage more affordable in the individual market:  
 

1. Americans Facing Insurmountable Cost Increases:  I f  Congress fai ls to act 
before a 2025 deadl ine, premiums wil l double for the average enrollee and cost 
tens of thousands of dol lars more for many families.  
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/16htBtGIjas_C1ViKOfq7uIu9R7SNwrfc2p5TfmTUzcD7EfQDn5BHhBVoniNvnfIHZqN09ErjoWWc0WFmC9rZN__8gJODtZ_oQ9NQm1LzhnQecdiWsVh1I88QTXPdhNucnN5N1whA1mdC7pJd56lftdkgzYt7dZkzJt4f0bm_jXvU6t6fH1lFPvd3343q9uJ4pVmJBMQHG-f4am_uGcYVYkr0vu7futkQB1j_SWikd1G-VDYFcEuw8EH6syTLuGDlu0PxO6SE4yC8BAyFGzz5mCwiNg2dnSJuGDk3Rn_XkL0obQrzzEKATIqjlPaH8GrI/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.supremecourt.gov%2Fopinions%2F23pdf%2F22-451_7m58.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1UeaiageSvHUM-TQRUxz2r0uWCH1tPdar2BvRFgL8yp-C-UjEPiJLHK_oGWKg2BrkABR0bL3Oem3HYTKTq2oGgVgKlfDW53QisDLYwdEbikMs0wBMYpu2VCDZQkznf_Ux7_ORIvORz83a1Qd6XW9I_mdMLkw9zKEwnwZ_u93LXtZTiCYx2wc0InaW1Ygg9_fWMGVWF0OuJ1KWiV2j2BJQxm3rhnpgcd-GAcHbaC_PaGlschsvtVG3XKkmje5bBNKF4SZNiv2R7OqE5QqsNUnXtRtbcW5WNNjU5eRMAc2ZRC53gSCg8sgQ_pkxCqJcuck0/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVs52f4nN7JNVPFs825WB2TjW8GDvjX5rv7S_N52hRgl5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3lYVDlt8G2LmrwBVg9DtZ9jbHdGW6-VvDs6ZTYw_W5bS8XQ1Yrvm4W1BK8lg3JnhXDW1NWphT2glhC8N2_QghSQ68bBW9gB_Fg5Pz7SyW27y-Wg7BSZPrN6PRKVhYHT7vW3j63L-2w9mnfW4pGRff2GgYqyW5hztqw2RFvM_W3RSX3X6cdC7RW8t1jfs7bLBZ0W4SmwBr3m9YnZW6n8Z2L5vbxBFW72qKp290Qs3BVk4V2V1wQvLzW85M-MM5K-r1TW78LbQr9jnT4KN1y7yF147dZzVydL0w3T8JK5N2l90pGlTQ52W3Fplxl4qZ_NTW680mGn7kCv6RN5Z2qlBw--JyW5_DML131DYsnW2V9RSb6csw4vW4JDYS33zRNfnW1ZM6K23yGwZwW2zXb8N8xl9jRW6cTqCX32zv_-MsbxnKjp1-ff8pKvVg04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1XHMRhiPuommjkv_k_Vno_n4iS8qNlZf5w58rgPLk2rUP_5dfarpmXdaa_IHzODyQePes17L2MJVmrv9QVpODbJyK0iZLeOwc0TYwzlzoUcQ8ENJW0-0ECOpr357JU1XL0HjHD9z-K1_E4YLO3ThIwq6E2PQUfSuMdUJGnrsof_K8Dk0wS9fPmxUO2PFMieKCkP4A3fogxOo8IvcRfjpzJgXzHOEwYIBeGQhnLP5aiwIZckJNh4ts6ieL28nYOkhLAIM4v-APmZLWlB8aF5wSTDs_-S_yEVwEeKj1PCzaTGTKiLd-eS5de5r5YM33_inx/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVs52f4nN7JNVPFs825WB2TjW8GDvjX5rv7S_N52hRgl5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3l3W3R4wQ31dqJgVVSTNyw6Hs5NSW2pCBsc5f-BHMW4FRmDM1dh6R8W7sY_3Q1BL66dN4FfQfmDmHqLW3T3SfZ8JfDv-VH-BDm5lJX-FW7Zblxp1wJSSJW6nH3Bd76YknTW8Yg1wP1fvvSqW5sglh23LMzw1W3t-8sG4dGhWBN2dg4gyH8tSVW2mW9tk55bQT1VfD3Rq4Hy0mQW2zBFxK1KcPgHW1ngw_q4P-rNsW1WwhFl56qcJ-W5JNxbW2kBdVgW3wWbDg5TRSn8W9jM9sl84KBFHW1D0QD_8qTlmqW3Znttt1RMpXbW6wTTCH9djkQ_W4Yftbn4jmMVGVlvn956kFYHnW3lNJ2j9bqdhxW8k2Dxr5G2mcKW7Fpw9b6QPhLrW70_-Zc346s6TW8lKmX64FWKjFW981KlJ6JrBkkW8FfdSt8lN7sSf20BVJT04
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1PZMWR1n3pEtWBly6YqmnROM4PnPM1Lxq5oQ5opiKCnZD9PaH6qutAn4MyJMfoHTMnAXPhI0bKR9bE6UjzFqRsIoMiHvmupbeIAyyhYX7VJc7-x8RdrSSJNQiWzT_zQph4yZ8QCdrZJ4Y5rkAgJDEvqlAnU9EzbR0nvrS08GNbLx8XbkBkEAD2l9wu5MZO15AkweNJGZ7Ax-QKrlHWd_NUDpB3J6HzkqeZ0OEoVd363joqKuI4mGSN0FSR2A0P6r9kUAPMakyo0wsVFRqnGFRqP8lkASaPdECK56cJh8VPsg80Tx18QCWnenEV7NowIes/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVs52f4nN7JNVPFs825WB2TjW8GDvjX5rv7S_N52hRj63qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3pwW47xLTW17d4ySW4cjjZB5Hy16QW587c-D1rGTyHW3-2Ff92G0t5nN5znPyxqx7w7W9bjwkp8zJdq8W7b8VyP1H4dMBW5b6YgD8-8yNzW6r9K_33VBDMrW6ylBj397HyjYW8vN3BT2rFsq8W12592j4WqpXDW4f2wH51GpP4kW3TQVWQ86MY6MN4BCtpGMjyVtVChFMT4vsHh6Vwt6gp4W_QPpW4qDJF07PQYrPW24ccm646DvcMW5QMFxQ64ghM8W8fmwMV6XnF21W4JB6vg5gXxv-W18txsD2m3d2GW7v4VzM6TlJ24V4MF2V8KBs8LW4yjq9D2F69N2W1Sm00M8_VyLRW7_PpFj5wSCv7W4k2bhW86tvjFVWbP093F0jHZf72Y65P04


2. Americans Will  Lose Health Coverage Without Them:  According to an analysis 
by Oliver Wyman, the premium increases wi l l be so severe that more than 5 mil l ion 
people wi l l lose coverage ent irely, including near ly 2 mil l ion with chronic 
condit ions.  
 

3. Children Rely on Coverage:  In 2022, 1.6 mil l ion chi ldren were covered by the 
health insurance bought on the individual market, according to data from the U.S. 
Treasury Department.  
 

4. They Promote Fairness for Those Without EPC :  These tax credits give small 
business owners, independent contractors, and gig workers the same kind of help 
big-company employees have enjoyed for  years by providing them with a tax 
benef it  as wel l,  making it  possible to purchase affordable health cover age. 
 

5. They’re Popular:  A survey from Keep Americans Covered found 86% of voters in 
the 2024 elect ion want the tax credits extended, including 82% of people who voted 
for the President . 
 

Go Deeper:  Explore KAC’s  interact ive map and cost calculator  to see the impact of  
enhanced tax credits.   
 
 

More than 24 Million Select Coverage During Individual Market Open 
Enrollment  
A record 24.2 mil l ion consumers signed up for plan year 2025 health coverage during the 
2025 open enrollment period, including nearly 4 mil l ion new enrol lees, according to  new 
data from CMS. 
 
By the numbers:  
 

•  All Marketplace Plans –  24,166,491 
 

•  New Consumers –  3,938,907 
 

•  Returning Consumers –  20,227,584 
 
Why it matters:  The individual market is working  for mil l ions of Americans. This highly 
competit ive market offers affordable, stable opt ions that are now providing a record 
number of Americans the health, security, and peace of mind that comes with 
comprehensive coverage.  
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1APHg7GMZ4alX0rvsDyCwLte-l4Ch_VUhLXmJw8dlnAxW47SA5SwQfyTtD9SAcxxRSqmQx10dSuNKXUFQ2rTjuUv9DME9WIBBxhVfOD1w275cmpDcQp6GqdRQ0MjjNh5IelArocPxe_WzYGmeiiibZS6FPAZ5Re0LVMcKXGm7nhsp_WKcHuQfA1LnuoIBM-ItSv_kirYb1WFdEvvoANZd1q-bkABRZDHdUmp1NtH4AxWWJ3Qh0s6fltR5B5qgx7vxB__CC317UBGaLnkGpqLbRCzwOVQxcHU6ORvRBqfQ8vPo4aSJfsVJ14MSgLW867Y4/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVs52f4nN7JNVPFs825WB2TjW8GDvjX5rv7S_N52hRgF5nR32W69t95C6lZ3kWN3BW_S-XyPTZW5jhV4F3mZX5_W72kR1X8Cy8fnW99wy_P8fkgqkN20hDwRRhTW6W4htrtJ26ctxcW8rFlKJ7bFlYnVlvvlK74K8yYW66zGJW4q_Y_1W4f3qCX4nJGSFW7zM6Hh3z84HHW8xzpJp1QjwbHW7x0-F-46jyXrW6NkxvZ1H1DFfN9hj_m-rQyH3W9bGzD032XqSqV2QhP27jsxpQVDmh2T6QpZk5W3rcnFS5R7Zm1W45rgVb16s--lMCggr1cRRcJW7MFPF66h_Lp5W84hvCB7-38RYW2d9TZG85H7XsW4S70sS83kg_2W3z-8tB26J0P6W43pcPM1ZwpKSW232WSf1HFKBwW1R0xZ913h3YbW2Bk-v069TxFGW4-_BLy5jbGSPW2zN_D_7T8sp8W5S62cF6CmwV1W3BT_Zb8Hjk5MVQhZbR1VJX2rW91p-f430fddbf1sJVLl04
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Rpcc6y9qBmS1wwBkGJ-h892Usximi83PNZl6fKppnk7_EfjnUhbnn9NXPDSfrCSxP5Y8vN2Wo2jrn99NlVWX2jysPn_Q47c7IzsUhqauoqoljYciV4kOCK_SLdlhxS68y_OnnQHchot1X9Uj4lKD5vD0f_zXUZFMx6AaUBMPxF-qwc5Wq7bHwJen5enLNm4wqYpj_Jn3FrzlYdW8FzMoPo5hNHkFz7kcOUK9O_W-xhq5Ze_og-Cmtia_60GbcRC9XM5qvU5cm635IOVUb_SM4K_uMe1aSCouNn-ROX9mqciFUr8JPo5CEosZQD_BkSYG/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVs52f4nN7JNVPFs825WB2TjW8GDvjX5rv7S_N52hRgl5nR32W5BWr2F6lZ3nWVYv-ZZ2s4xJ4W76_3K739yPpLW6K3LNt5ms2PsW8DjVLx3ShVKkW40ZKgs2LbbsnW67R1_G2NyNQpW3v8Tqp1H8Bl2W8zyBTs6FrnMHN4951RJYj4pYW6PtlB66p7xBjW3kJzJR679VnPW3rF33l1fYsMxN6RrkVkMRdW4W5fKyS26FRkxPW2FP_h56gW9-rW2vRcmD3V4jJNW8cT1Wp58Wz-_W2XJP2Z5vcTH7W885ZT13JDxdhW4WCS8d2_5hf-W8cpKT98F4FgfW3CZYYs3J1lbYN3p2j4nMHjpDW9l3W2D7P7jPTW2dcF0V50Tv7pW1jxQ1V2HFgnPW4xQbKq9b4PXhW5-wgVL4wBG98W4zTfG_3mpdKnN15tJzX_6hlmW5y7Pgs7bnzFXW1M8Rqf4ZyKg7W8s0fB23ZwTS_W5_N_lZ242sl0f4jNNq004
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1oOLvLTyPoooFQrkK3J6Ppm8t8h3GZAMGe1bOg4e55bA_pG9x22H0v0ESTtvG85ypg2AIFrDjLZs2dKZxPtnOcVHGCWPbXvTMY6nzRTIskDZJqzwitKSWIEtFZDC1AuK0lbGfM8nZy9XEPNDz-WTwTdo2_UZt9q_u2OXLN1kKJPmWkyJE5roQNXDba3x4AXynDm5l-HcwZ8nFpwg2W72DaMUmv_jjNJL7vVmfE0w-s6nMHf1uxCnthI7WI1Gn_yTa5xtOY8td_TIKu1Os-SqkR3o_2imDa9a-o6TSbP0fnZtAydRyWNuUn2iI22L8JVeT/https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.ahip.org%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FX%2B113%2Fd2QbSH04%2FVVs52f4nN7JNVPFs825WB2TjW8GDvjX5rv7S_N52hRgYcjszCW6N38Bs6lZ3pbW5Mdknf5Lfd7fN7MqDGqXYnb7W2xVmgJ5HHZVRW9js0p390F6cdW1KdWNb1J2rsYW2t9rjd3cR1d1W2CBXw65rXqhSW1CrrxZ7LPKC8N5-Wl4fsrQ_WW1Sxlnk8cyMKLW619TY64zZs0cW5RRL054Px9YMN8vFLmtW5GQXW5tl7D6995762W8NTVVZ89ZlzfW2Q4Dpp16knx1W4mT3ps7Y864VW9ckTlG5hjsRfW1m0RB35S0nCdW65BGvK1cLlHMW3Y4TBc75ZWXyW9k9pv27rh8T3N8Rl2Wc6BRZ_W68TsTD4gGDlzW33LzSf3DFM99VJ8ylC76D9VbW4mdPnd3rvq9pW2LQkbt7ncRGWW77ZKWH1BwJ-NTQQd-3nNc7ZVChVbP6hgx_rW4pVgL557RmG_W3yHx4R9fzF3ZV4FFxf70zM05N4DCX-JyWRb1W5L7qXH93h9R8W9kvNPy6mfD8DW512vMg3RrsVpW1jlDz61KwbbrV728kp8VgWrlVjLJ993mG9KkW6rgynX5JWDhcVPCLZ96r3Cs6W8BxzW2127pLTW99Bfzd3K5JqWW5nLdWb5fdGwrW7m7_Zr7x1WbXW8hfYd78vP35bW6q4kVP4pJDLtW2h5RQH3CVNfqVTlmRL5XXBQ3W3K6lhv1wkbLpW5M-9Kc38YPnBW8WRt2V2Y0xfxW6BMxNL6HsChZW189hn94D5VsmW1QPJSm4D7XkHW1H7gyy971WtFW5Bjbzc1Fgt_RW2RK-fc3JTbZyW274kj75Yx7_1W59K4Zt1P7_HLW7SbXw92Ly-KjW6Mnzlq8b9KWPW1NtvBq4fpVyHW3ng3XX5cf2s2W8dtcKf222VrhW17lD5M2sWdpQW7HB2YD6_B5-fW931ZrK6-Vx5ZW8TMdFx6SxQg6VWY0FV74sjgyW6DlXvK17CCJ6W8wyfLp90sKfZVJd2R541zzymW2D40d55d0Y-QW6BRVYv8HpNrBW4gh68T2kp4wVW43MzjX5ZBPxSW8N_wsn37qlPGVR4jVD5sCwwgW9hDp2l2xK5X9W5HyLcl1Z9ChZW1S9rXT2VZ7Y4VF482y3fvmKVW63Z14L30HNkHdrm2Db04


 

 
 

 

 

Interested in reviewing a copy of a bill (s)?   Access the following web sites:  
 
Delaware State Legislation: http://legis.delaware.gov/. 
New York Legislation:  https:/ /nyassembly.gov/leg/  
Pennsylvania Legislation:  www.legis.state.pa.us . 
West Virginia Legislation:   http:/ /www.legis.state.wv.us/  
For copies of congressional bi l ls, access the Thomas website –  
http://thomas.loc.gov/.    

The content  o f  th is  emai l  is  conf ident ia l  and in tended for  the  rec ip ient  spec i f ied only .  I t  is  
s t r ic t ly  forb idden to  share any par t  o f  th is  message wi th  any th i rd  par ty ,  wi thout  a  wr i t ten 

consent  o f  the sender .  I f  you received th is  message by mis take,  p lea se rep ly  to  th is  message 
and fo l low wi th  i ts  de le t ion,  so that  we can ensure such a mis take does not  occur  in  the 

fu ture.  

 

http://legis.delaware.gov/
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
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